April 2018
The newsletter of St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church Danville, CA

Alleluia,
Christ is
Risen
Thank you all for a wonderful Lent, Holy Week and Easter
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday nights - Thank you to Lisa and the adult education team who led the Wednesday
Lenten Series. I was not in the actual discussions as I was teaching little kids and youth. I heard
very good reports about both the content and discussion.
Seder Meal - Thank you to Eric and the many volunteers who helped. He pulled off the
monumental task of the Passover Seder supper. I learned a lot while enjoying a very pleasant
evening. You never forget the first time you have a “Hillel sandwich” ever.
Music- Thank you to Darita and the choristers who worked tirelessly to make our worship pop with
joyful music at all the Holy Week services and Easter.
Liturgical Installation- Thank you to Leslie and the team of volunteers for the stunning and
creative liturgical installations throughout Lent, Holy Week and Easter
Children’s Liturgy – Thank you to John and Caroline and the other volunteers who are such a
critical part of our Sunday ministry. The Alleluia banner procession was perfect at the 9am
Service.
Altar Guild – Thank you to Cathy and the Altar Guild members who set up for nine services in five
days.
Intercessors, Acolytes, Readers and Hospitality – Thank you Nancy, Jacque and the many
volunteers who kept the liturgy and food flowing through this sacred time.
Greeters – Thank you Virginia and the merry band of greeters who are the face of St. Timothy’s
throughout worship. A big shout out to those who came to my house to welcome newcomers.
Stuffers – Thank you to Mae and other volunteers who put the Sermon Notes and
Announcements in all the Easter Sunday bulletins
Easter Sunday was excellent. The energy, singing and joy has yet to disappoint. It is my first
Easter with ya’ll and I couldn’t be happier.
The Egg Hunt was wonderful, I am grateful to my wife, Kimberly and everyone who helped with it.
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Looking Ahead to Pentecost and Summer
• April 29th - Last Sunday Schedule Town Hall conversation at 10:15am in Overby and Youth
Sunday
• May 13th – We will celebrate Ascension Day even though the actual day falls on a Thursday.
• May 20th – one service at 10am for Pentecost Sunday – weather permitting, may we will have
church on the patio?
• May 27th beginning of a two service Sunday Schedule.
Education
We will be wrapping up Acts of the Apostles in the next few weeks, AND we will finish the school year with
a series on Death, Mourning and Afterlife from an Inter-religious perspective. Along with the theological,
there will be some “nuts and bolts” end of life planning. We have not finalized the schedule. Generally:
• May 6th Amanda Kiernan Martin – Wills, Trust and Giving – She will preach also
• May 13th Mother’s Day -- no education
• May 20th Pentecost – One service, no education
• May 27th to mid-June – we will host a Rabbi and an Imam who will use the education hour to talk
about their perspectives on death and dying.
Sunday Schedule conversation
Here is the latest on The Sunday Schedule conversation.
If you have just under five minutes take a look at my video reflection about where we are right now:
https://youtu.be/Mpb_KOLbtd4
The developing Sunday Schedule as a result of two town halls, surveys, and conversations.
•
•

Schedule timing proposed—8:30am & 10am
We will be going to two Sunday morning services on May 27th, it will be a long lasting change (not
just a summer schedule).

Why this Schedule? To support fellowship. The surveys and town halls revealed fellowship as critical to
those who filled out the survey and those who participated in the town halls. There was a strong desire to
have connections between services and the schedule below allows for this cross pollination of the two
worshipping groups.
Sunday Morning – two services 8:30am & 10am
8:30 -9:15am
Service
9:15-9:30am
Coffee/transition
9:30- 9:55am
Some kind of fellowship and probably food maybe rotating with education.
Working with leaders on the nut and bolts of this.
10-11am
Service
11-11:05am
Transition
11:10- 11:40am
Possibly Adult and children’s formation as 6-8 week series, maybe not every
Sunday?
Service-Liturgy
(still evolving)

8:30am still quiet and contemplative
10am will be a blend of the current 9am & 11am

Elements of Both services in the Blend.
We trust Darita’s leadership and the choir’s gifts. Our two choirs together will rock. Some hymns likely
combined with contemporary music. Young people’s time will remain. The liturgical prayers and
Eucharistic prayers change with the seasons (like we do now).
Choir Town Halls Meeting with the two choirs on April 17th and 19th to collaborate on the best way to
blend the services from a musical perspective. We want the choir to enjoy singing, and I will do everything
I can to support their ministry.
See you soon,
Pastor Todd
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ST. TIMOTHY’S MEN’S GROUP RE-GROUP- APRIL 24th
Following a number of years of inactivity, we are pleased to announce that St. Timothy’s is re-starting our
Men’s Group. Our social gatherings for fellowship will be open to all men of the Parish.
A planning team consisting of Steve Bried, Dick Firth, Stephen Hedden, Dave Kutrosky, Henry Thatcher,
and Herb Wilson has been working for several months on this effort.
Our first gathering will be Tuesday evening April 24 beginning at 7 PM in the Grace House Conference
Room. Heavy appetizers and refreshments will be served.
Our guest speaker will be Dr. David P. Schwartz, Earthquake Geologist Emeritus of the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) in Menlo Park. Dave is an earthquake geologist and paleo seismologist (studying
prehistoric earthquakes), with a strong focus in northern California. Dave will discuss earthquakes and
seismic risks in northern California generally, and the Danville area specifically.
You may very well recognize Dr. Schwartz because often he has been the television, radio, and
newspaper spokesperson for the USGS after seismic events in California and all over the world, reporting
on what happened, why, and what might be next. He lives in Danville and so, with us, has an intense
personal interest in this topic.
Those of you who plan to attend this event should RSVP Dick Firth at rwfirth@gmail.com by April 17 so
that we can be sure to have enough food and refreshments available. But, even if you don’t let us know in
advance that you plan to attend, you still will be welcome.

BOOK CLUB NEWS
SARGENT’S WOMEN – WHO ARE THEY? WHAT ARE THEIR STORIES?
John Singer Sargent (1856 – 1925) was the leading portrait
painter of his generation creating almost 900 portraits and 2000
water colors during his lifetime. Besides being beautiful to look
at, many of his portraits of women have a quality that invites the
viewer to wonder who this woman was and what happened to
her during her life before and after sitting for this renowned (and
expensive) artist. In this book, author Donna Lucey explores
the stories behind 4 of the portraits of women.
Sally Fairchild was the golden girl of the Fairchild family and is
one in Sargent’s portrait. But it is her sister, Lucia who has the
interesting life becoming a well-known painter of miniatures, the
primary support of her children and her artist husband – in spite
of poverty and multiple-sclerosis.

Isabella Stewart Gardner scandalized Boston society during her life and
left an enduring legacy with the art she collected and the museum that
bears her name there. She was a baseball fan scandalizing the city by
wearing a headband with “White Socks” emblazoned on it to a Boston
Symphony Concert.
Come join the St. Timothy’s Book Group in the Overby Library on
Sunday, April 15th at 12:30 pm to discuss this book, Sargent and
the women in his paintings.
If you have a book containing prints of his work, please bring it.
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FRUITS OF THE HARVEST AUCTION AND PARTY!

21st Annual Fruits of the Harvest (FOTH)
We’re raising funds for all Outreach Ministries!
Saturday, May 5, 2018

Four to Nine O’clock

Over the last 20 years, our church has raised $601,000 to benefit over 22 different beneficiaries on a local,
national, and global level. We are now in our 21st year of FOTH, raising funds for grants for the 13
organizations that our Outreach Ministries support.
FOTH is also a coming together of our whole parish to have fun and fellowship. We try hard to have a
quality event that will not only entertain you, but feed your heart and soul as we work to raise money to
support the incredible work that these non-profit organizations do to help those in great need.

We’re havin’ a

! Ayayay!!!

$40 per person, Early Bird

$50 per person after April 22

$60 per person at the door

$15 for High School Student’s dinner

$380 Reserve a Table for 6 (limited number available) if you want to be sure to sit with your
friends.
(Please make all reservations by April 22nd.)
Confidential Scholarships are available. We don’t want anyone to miss the fun if they wish to come.
Contact Leslie Firth, foth@sainttimothysdanville.org, 925.683.7868 or Pastor Todd,
rector@sainttimothysdanville.org, 925 827 4993 x114
Childcare is available. Cost is $20 per child for 3 hours and 15 minutes with a cap of $50 for a family of
3 or more, by reservation only. The registration form accompanied the invitation. We will hire babysitters.
We need a person to head this important part of the event. Please contact Kimberly Bryant for more info:
kharvin@hotmail.com
Taco ‘bout a party - This is an occasion for fun and fellowship. Let’s take a lesson from our children and
remember to play together. The event involves a large number of volunteers who have a good time
working together. It is a great opportunity for newcomers to jump in and meet people.
Fiesta Attire - We decorate the Parish Hall according to our theme and we really get into the spirit of the
night by wearing festive Fiesta attire. So, shake your maracas, put on your sombrero, and show us your
gusto, or come as your fabulous self. Please invite your friends. We have extra invitations.
Two Decorations work parties: Wed., April 11th and Wed., April 18th
Meet in the parish hall from 9:30 until 3:30 or as much time as you can give. Bring a sack lunch. Please
sign up at the FOTH bulletin board. We’ll be making paper flowers, pleated paper fans and other
decorations. There are jobs for crafty people to take home. Let Leslie Firth know if you are interested in
cutting fabric for table toppers.
Auction Item Ideas - You can refer to the March Tidings for many ideas on auction item donations or ask
us. We are also asking all the ministries at Saint Timothy’s to please help us with an auction item donation
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such as a basket, or gift cards. We have auction item ideas on the FOTH bulletin board and black board
nearby.
In the March Tidings we addressed concerns from the FOTH survey so please take a look if you have not
already done so. We have reduced the admission price until April 22nd, and are offering childcare in hopes
of having young families attend.
Timeline – There’s a timeline on the back of your invitation. The party starts at 4 pm and the silent
auction is over at 5:45 so don’t be late or you’ll miss it.
Line Dancing – Take classes on Thursdays at 7:30 pm in April at Two Left Feet Dancing Studio in
Danville for $10 per person. It’s fun and good exercise. I’m going! Trish and Joe Hughes are our instructor
and DJ at the event.

We’re announcing our

SPECIAL DINNER EVENT- Sunday, August 26th - Fixed Price of $110 per person

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
March 11 to April 22 - Sign up at the FOTH bulletin board to help with volunteer jobs, and sign up your
donations on the bulletin board or on the website.
April 11 and 18 - Decorations work parties
April 15 – start bringing in your auction donation items to the Grace House Library during business hours
of 9:30 to 2:30 and on Sundays until 12:00. Please attach a melon color donation form to your item.
April 22 – Last day for $40 Early Bird pricing. Last day to sign up and bring in your donations to the
Grace House Library. Please help us keep our sanity by bringing them in on the 22nd, or sooner. Contact
Kimberly Bryant, kharvin@hotmail.com, if you cannot comply with this deadline.
May 4 & 5 – Event setup starts at 9:30. Lunch is provided. Friday 4th is a full day, so come for as long as
you can. Lunch is provided both days. Sat., the 5th, we’ll send you home by 1:30 so you can put on your
best FIESTA outfit for the party at 4:00.
May 5 – Cleanup help after the event is very crucial. The crew has been working for days and is mucho
tired. The parish hall must be ready for coffee hour the next day.
May 6 – Sunday morning after: Cleanup angels are needed after the 9 and 11 services. Even if you did
not go to the event, you can help us with your time and effort to clean up and put away items. We’ll
provide lunch.

Celebrate

like there’s no mañana!

For more information contact:
Event
Leslie Firth, lesliefirth@comcast.net 925.683.7868
Tania Hanson De Young, taniahd@comcast.net,
Auction
Kimberly Bryant, kharvin@hotmail.com
Susan Cyr, susanwcyr@comcast.net, 925.552.0335
Website
Nancy Arroyoavila, naa2005retire@gmail.com
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MIDDLE SCHOOL IMMERSION TRIP
FOOD JUSTICE - FEEDING THE MULTITUDES
The Middle School Immersion trip theme is food: who has it, where does it
come from, what does the Bible have to say about it? We will explore these
questions through outreach to our local Bay Area community with hands on
experience, group interaction, and more.
Youth entering grades 7-9 are invited to join us June 25-29 for community
service, program, and fun. $150 covers food and overnight
accommodations for 5 days and 4 nights at All Souls Episcopal Parish in
Berkeley.
Scholarships are available. Contact the church office for more information.

HIGH SCHOOL IMMERSION TRIP
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
Details subject to change
Churches
All Souls, St. Timothy’s, St. Paul’s, Resurrection, Christ Church, St.
Stephen’s
Dates and Lodging
July 29 - August 4th – Bishop’s Ranch
Fun
Wright’s Beach on Friday night
Pre-Trip Info. Meeting
April 22nd, 2-4pm at St. Stephen’s Orinda

SUMMER BREAD CAMPS
Explorers:

Sunday, 7/8 – Saturday, 7/14
entering grades 10, 11, 12 & just graduated

Adventurers: Sunday, 7/22 – Saturday, 7/28
entering grades 7, 8, & 9
Discoverers: Monday, 7/30 – Saturday, 8/4
entering grades 4, 5, & 6
http://www.bishopsranch.org/programs-retreats/camps/?mc_cid=2203d951b6&mc_eid=30ee0e126f

ST. DOROTHY’S REST – OCCIDENTAL, CA
http://www.stdorothysrest.org/
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE!
June 18 – 22, 2018
Online Registration starting soon!

HOSPITAL CALLS
Did you know that the hospital does not call clergy to let them know that you are in the hospital? You may
fill out a form saying that you are “Episcopalian” but privacy issues mean that your pastors will not be
called by a hospital chaplain—or anyone else on staff unless you specifically request it.
Please let your clergy know if you are in the hospital and would like a visit or prayers --or ask a friend
or family member to call the church. You can even tell us – “I don’t want a visit—only a call and healing
prayers.” Remember, you can also request a hospital chaplain.
Healing prayers for all of us—Jesus commissions us to pray for healing for ourselves, for one another and
for our world.

HEALING PRAYERS
Did you know we have a healing team? Every Sunday during the 9am service, a trained lay person leads
healing prayers in the back chapel. All are welcome for prayers. Email prayers@sainttimothysdanville.org.

TREASURER’S REPORT- MARCH 19, 2018
Financial Highlights
•
•
•
•

2018 budget based on 164 pledges totaling $650,300
To date we have received an additional 5 pledges for $16,360
Total of $91,467 prepaid pledges
2018 Budget vs Actuals through February
Budget
Actual
Pledge Income
$120,900
$118,141
Other Income
$ 7,212
$ 6,725
Expenses
$124,105
$123,601

Difference
$ (2,759)
$ ( 487)
$ 504

Income – Pledge Income difference due to Contributing Income $(5,965) under and prior
year pledge $3,150 over. Contributing Income budget may be too high and it is possible
that this difference will continue for the rest of the year. Other Income difference due
mainly to Special Gifts - $468 over, Plate Offering - $(922) under.
Expenses – Personnel expense - $5,173 under (clergy compensation under, lay
compensation under and contractors under), Programs - $(4,668) over (Altar Guild over,
Administrative over, Utilities under, Contingency under).
Submitted by Neal Matsunaga, Vestry Treasurer
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MARCH VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
St Timothy’s Episcopal Church Vestry Meeting Highlights – March 2018
The vestry met in Grace House on Monday, March 19, at 6:30 pm.
MOTIONS:
• Updated Letters of Agreement for Pastor Todd Bryant and Rev. Susan Geissler-O’Neil were
approved
• Pastor Todd is discussing the possibility of hosting a Tai Chi class on the parish grounds.
• The bookkeeper, Liz Haughey, was approved as the primary contact for St. Timothy’s with the
Quick Books program.
• Allison Fletcher and Neal Matsunaga were approved as the official contact people for the
Episcopal Church Foundation EMS account
• The usual meeting minutes for the previous meeting, treasure’s report, rector’s report and
submitted commission reports were approved.
ACTION ITEMS:
• Pastor Todd is working on a plan to implement the Diocese of California Safe Church policies
• Vestry members will send their certificates from the Shield the Vulnerable training to Pastor
Todd.
(Shield the Vulnerable is no longer in business.)
Pastor Todd discussed the results of the parish Sunday Service Survey and plans for at least one
additional town hall to discuss the possible Sunday Service time changes. Due to the feedback that
not everyone received the email regarding the survey, it was decided to send the Survey email a
second time and to have paper copies of the survey available on March 25th at the second town hall
meeting on the topic for people to fill out.
The Finance and the Property Committees are reviewing the Reserve Study by the John D. Beatty &
Company commissioned by the 2017 vestry with the aim of submitting a 5-year maintenance plan to
the vestry in April.
Pastor Todd discussed the Safe Church policy from the Diocese of California and outlined possible
actions to implement the policy. Roz Adekunle has consented to be the coordinator. Pastor Todd is
working on plans for more specific future activities and a time-table.
Parish members are welcome to attend Vestry meetings. The next meeting is on Wednesday, April 18,
2018 at 6:30 pm. The minutes of the vestry meeting will be filed in the Parish Office after they are
approved by the Vestry.
Submitted by Sally Shea Potts, Vestry Clerk

PARISH DIRECTORY - TECHNICAL UPDATE
If you registered with our online directory and database (ConnectNow) to update your family information or
upload family pictures, be advised that the URL to reach that site has changed. Please update any
bookmarks you may have saved.
The new URL is: LogosCMS.ParishsoftFamilySuite.com
This change only affects online access to our ConnectNow database and directory. The pdf version of the
directory is still available through the link in the weekly 411.
This update does not impact Online Giving which allows you to set up automatic deductions from your
bank account to pay your pledge.
If you have read this entire notice and are still confused, chances are you don’t need to worry. If you have
questions or need more information, please contact Carleen Carns, carleen@carns.com , 925-820-3887.
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Good Friday March 30, 2018
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ST TIMOTHY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, DANVILLE, CA VESTRY - 2018
Commission/ Position

Name

Email/Phone

Senior Warden

Allison Fletcher

allisonsfletcher@gmail.com
925-997-0721

Junior Warden (Property)

Ed Liggins

eliggins@pacbell.net
925-736-7966 Cell: 925-209-4436

Adult Formation

Lisa Perry

lisa@pmcapp.com
925-785-8015

Communications

Wally DeYoung

wallacedeyoung@comcast.net
925-933-7579

Fellowship

Jim Coleman

coleman_jd@pacbell.net
925-831-1728, Cell: 925-997-9528

Finance

Dick Firth

rwfirth@gmail.com
925-352-8503

Outreach

Alison Hill

AliRHill@comcast.net
925-683-9044

Property, Fellowship

Tom Linari

tlinari57@gmail.com
925-328-0721, Cell: 925-895-6791

Social Advocacy,
Administration,

Kari Doolittle

Worship

Nancy Arroyoavila

kari.doolittle@gmail.com
925-984-1657
naa2005retire@gmail.com, Naa8@pge.com
760-271-0793

Youth

Cathy Hager

cathager@comcast.net
925-984-6713

Youth

James Vila

Jamesvila66@gmail.com
925-683-6317

Treasurer

Neal Matsunaga

nkmats@aol.com
925-838-1617

Clerk

Sally Shea Potts

sallyspotts@gmail.com
925-691-9294
Update Date: 2/22/2018
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CONTACT US
The Rev. Todd Bryant–Rector
(925) 837-4993 x.114; Rector@SaintTimothysDanville.org
The Rev. Susan Geissler-O'Neil–Associate Rector (925)
837-4993 x.113; sgeissleroneil@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Darita Seth – Director of Music
(925) 837-4993 x.115; DMSeth@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Cynthia Chavez - Noah’s Ark Preschool Director
(925) 362-8565; NoahsArk@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Bev Matsunaga – Facilities (Volunteer)
(925) 837-4993 x.111; Facilities@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Liz Haughey – Bookkeeper
(925) 837-4993 x.116; Bookkeeper@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Neal Matsunaga – Treasurer (Volunteer)
Treasurer@SaintTimothysDanville.org
Katie Potts Sholty – Office Administrator
(925) 837-4993 x110; parish@ SaintTimothysDanville.org
Carleen Carns – Pledge Secretary (Volunteer)
Pledges@SaintTimothysDanville.org

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church
www.SaintTimothysDanville.org
1550 Diablo Road
Danville, CA 94526
925.837.4993
Email: parish@sainttimothysdanville.org
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